Virtual Field Trip

== [FOrt Yamhill, Grand Ronde OR =




[ WELCOME TO OUR SHARED HISTORY &

The Story of Fort Yamhill and the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde

Fort Yamhill
State Heritage Area

Think of this place as a portal to the past. Explore the wails,
wse your imagination, and step back in time to gain a new
perspective on what occurred here a century and a half ago.
The Fort was in operation from 1856-1866 and scrved asa
buffer berween white settlers moving into the arca and Narive
Amecricans located on the nearby Grand Ronde Reservation.
Today. the Orcgon Parks and Recreation Department and the
Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde are working together

to better understand our heritage through archacological and
historic rescarch.

Take a Walk into the Past

As you walk the trails, interpretive sigas will help you
discover original building locations, view the Grand Ronde
Reservation, and picture the daily lfe of soldiers, setlers,
and Native A ans. OF the 24 buildings associated with
the Fort, only two cxist today. One of the original officer’s
quarters s here. The Blockhouse has been moved to Palmer
City Park in Dayton, Oregon

Your Trail Experience

* Interpretive signs and historic
site markers

« Vista of Grand Ronde Valley

and Spirit Mountain
« 1/2 mile interpretive trail
« While portions of the tr:

accessible, certain segments ma
be difficult.

Our Voices From The Past

This icon will

appear at the

beginning of
stories telling the Native
American perspective on life
at Fort Yamhill. Our stories
tell of the impact of setdlers
coming to Oregon and our
life on the Grand Ronde
Reservation. Visit our

website, www.grandronde.org,

for more information.
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Westward Expansion
Why Fort Yamhill was Buil

The flood of westward US settlement, known popularly as ifest Destiny,’
reached its peak in the mid-1800s. Threats of co flicts in Oregon between
settlers and Native Americans became so widespread that Joel Palmer,
Superintendent of Indian Affairs in Orcgon Territory. begged the
tes government for milicary intervention. This was
arily for the protection of Native Americans who were
threatencd by settlers. Three forts were created on the
borders of the new rescrvations, including
Yamhill. The fort and nearby rivers’ names
were derived from the Yamhala Band of

Kalapuyans who inhabited the arca.

Our Voices From The Past

This icon will appear at the
beginning of storics telling the
soldier’s perspective on life at

Fort Yambill. Our storics tell what it
was like to be stationed here, policin;
the Indians who found Grand Ronde

Reservation their new home.
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: ' =y ;krccepting ? :

m We agreed to treaties that extinguished
L~ - Y aboriginal title to our homeland and
" brought various tribes and bands
together on the Grand Ronde Reservation. The
intended this reservation to €asc
rensions between the settlers and our people. In
1856, we became a group of camps at Grand

Ronde beginning a struggle scratch out an
existence. We attempted to survive asfarmers,

~ gatherers, and laborers
= == while trying to
] ‘maintain our
“tribal identities.
“-4 Moving to the
74 % reservation forced
our different
A tribes, with vastly
different lifeways,

government
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POLICING OR PROTECTING?

« Military Posts
I Indian Agencies
e

A System of Forts

Fort Yamhill was one of several forts in western
Oregon. Hostilities between Native Americans and
settlers led to treaties and the establishment of the
Grand Ronde Reservation. Forts such as Yamhill
and Hoskins were built to keep the peace, protect
Natives and settlers, and enforce reservation
boundaries and rules.
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The Hazen Map to the left
shows the Fort’s location

in relation to surrounding
farmland and Indian camps.

the plan for Fort Yamhill

The Smith Map below shows

Smith Map of 1856 (National Archives)

To Keep the Peace

Our first troops moved in after
Indian Agent Joel Palmer wrote
sistance. He

requesting military
feared the reservation would be overrun by
angry white settlers moving in on the Indian’s
reservation land. Our intent—to maintain a
temporary camp, protect the Indians and
settlers from one another, and enforce rules.
After two years, we had our fort with more
than twenty buildings. Our job—to enforce the
“Line of Demarcation” keeping the settlers and
Indians separate. No one could pass our line

without permission.

There are quarters sufficient for one
company of;o{dierr ... There are more
thaw quarters uwugh fvr the oﬁwr,
allowing one building to an officer.
There is & _goad blockhouse . . . A 5omt
store house for quarter master &
Comumissary, & _9uald, house and prison:
@ _good hospital . ... laundvesses houses:
bake house: stables: bayw: swith's &
carpenter’s shops: sutler’s store &c. In
short there are no buildings wanted.

Col. J.K.E. Mansfield, 1858







